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EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

 

July 22:  Turnbridge Landing 

July 30:  Savannah Yacht Club 

 

August 10:  Bull River 

August TBD: Wexford Canals 

August 21:  Mini Loop 

 

September 20: Monkey Island 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS FROM  

FEBRUARY, MARCH & JUNE 
 

Ben and Paula Hanni 

Ronald Malone and Ellen Newman 

Phillip and Susan Zitello 

Charles and Nancy Turner 

Wendy Porterfield 

Phillip and Lois Vella 

Richard and Kathy Sturges 

Michael and Jack Kitzen 

Christopher and Jacqui Donelson 

Brian and Jennifer Ericksen 

Brian and Langston Green 

Karen Dale  

Larry Landis and Carla Gaff-Clark 

Peter and Donna Lupoll 

Dan Dickey 

Catherine Kidd 
 

New member biographies will be featured in a future 

edition of The Ocean Breeze.  
 

 

Editorial Staff 
 

Debbie Dion 

Editor 

 

Cdr. Peter J. Dion, SN 

Consulting Editor 

 

The Ocean Breeze is published monthly 

by the America’s Boating Club® Hilton 

Head, a unit of the United States Power 

Squadrons. Articles in this publication 

represent the opinions of the authors and 

do not necessarily reflect the policy of the 

United States Power Squadrons or the 

America’s Boating Club® Hilton Head. 

 

The Bridge 
 

Commander, Peter J. Dion, SN 

peterjdion@gmail.com  

843-521-7071 
    

 

Executive Officer, Walter Kirk, AP-CN 

walterckirk@aol.com 

843-342-3931 
 

 

Administrative Office, Mark Hente 

mark.hente@gmail.com 

614-282-1875 
 

 

Secretary, Christine Dattilo 

chrisdat@gmail.com 

978-460-0712 
 

 

Treasurer, Dave Frederick, S 

dfrederick@hargray.com 

317-691-1606 
 

Education Officer, Tom Ryley, P 

tomryley@mac.com 

214-668-4639 
 

 

 

WEBSITE 

americasboatingclubhiltonhead.org 

-or-  abchh.org 
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It’s good to see that members are enjoying boating (as evidenced by the noted 

cruises below) even while COVID-19 restrictions continue to linger. The day 

cruises to Okatie River, Tybee Roads/Savannah River, and Ossabaw are proof 

that one can enjoy the beautiful waters despite the conditions that hamper us.  

 

Our squadron continues to grow! During the last two months and because of the 

America’s Boating Courses in June, a total of 21 people decided to join our 

boating club.  

 

The increase in members and popularity of our day cruises have demonstrated to 

us a need for more “Day Cruise Captains.” While we have great Day Cruise 

Captains now, a couple more would be a nice addition to our existing crew. More 

Day Captains would give us more opportunity for more boats participating on 

future cruises and even be a substitute in case the captain was unable to 

conduct a scheduled cruise. If you are interested, please contact Bob Newbert 

at newbert@me.com.  

 

Finally, watch for courses and seminars on-line over the next few months.  

 

Stay safe and healthy, and above all…enjoy boating! 

 

 

 

2020 Membership and Fleet Roster Corrections 
John Cacace:  25 Bainbridge Way, Bluffton, SC 29910 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE COMMANDER 
Peter J. Dion, SN 

 

mailto:newbert@me.com


 

     
 
 

 

Dear Members, 

 

June was an important month for the education program in our squadron, as we were able to restart in-

person classes. We had a total of 40 people attend two sessions of America’s Boating Course, held 

successive Saturdays, at the Hilton Head Boathouse showroom in Ridgeland.  

 

Getting ourselves organized was a challenge, as we had to find a new teaching venue, and incorporate 

planning for social distancing, and other guidelines provided by the state of South Carolina. With the 

courtesy of David Hughes, we were very fortunate to be able to use the new Boathouse showroom, which has 

30,000 square feet of well air-conditioned space with all new washroom facilities. As for the setup, we had 

all tables and chairs six feet apart, and carefully cleaned and sanitized all tables, chairs, and teaching aids.  

 

Once we were underway, the two sessions went off very well. Commander Dion welcomed both classes, and 

the teaching was very ably handled by Peter, Chris Brigham, Link Powell, Wayne Mitchell, and Larry 

Tremitiere. The students in the class all were very attentive, and importantly, everyone passed the exam at 

the end.  Also, we were extremely fortunate to have 26 of the 40 attendees subsequently join America’s 

Boating Club of Hilton Head.  We look forward to their active participation in our events; and I know that 

you will soon be meeting them through the Ocean Breeze and hopefully sometime soon in person.  

 

June was further significant…in that we began and completed our first advanced course held entirely online. 

Under the tutelage of Cecil Viverette, we had six people take the Marine Electrical Systems course, which 

is one of our most technical and demanding.  Capably assisted by Chris Brigham as our “ZOOM Guru”, Cecil 

delivered the course clearly showing his great mastery of the topics, and everyone was highly engaged, and 

found the “ZOOM experience” to work very well. Of course, the exams have yet to be graded, so we will see 

if the “happiness” continues. :)  

 

As to where we proceed from here with our educational offerings, we will need to continue to be highly 

cognizant of the challenges presented by the pandemic. Our biggest issue is finding teaching venues where 

everyone can be safe and comfortable. For the time being, that most likely means more online courses!  

 

Tom Ryley 

Education Officer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     FROM THE EDUCATION OFFICER  
                   Tom Ryley, P 

 



 

Cruise Through History 
By Bob Newbert 

 

Our 2nd trip up the Okatie River was a time traveler’s delight as we stopped along the way for a little pre-

history in the Holocene Epoch; a discussion of foreign relations in Colonial England; a reflection on the naval 

battle which altered the course of American slavery in the 1860’s; a look back at the area’s oyster industry 

in the 40’s; a review of a life changing medical breakthrough in the 50’s; and a retrospective on 

environmental activism in the 60’s. 

 

Wow! What a journey. 

 

The 1st stop in our time travel was 1,900 acre Daws Island, a SC State Heritage Preserve, where 

archeologists discovered 4,500 year old shell middens, and other signs of human habitation dating back 

12,000 years to the close of the Paleolithic Age and beginning of the Holocene Epoch, the earth’s current 

period of geologic time. 

 

Next up on our trip through time was Altamaha Town Preserve, principal village of the Yamasee Indians, and 

now a protected site on the National Register of Historic Places. Back in the 1600’s, England and Spain 

contended for control of the Americas. A key part of England’s geopolitical strategy was to keep the 

Spanish bottled up in Florida by settling the Yamasee in a series of towns like Altamaha along the southern 

border of South Carolina and Georgia. 

 

Today, Alatamaha is protected for its cultural significance and research value to historians. It is open to 

the public for passive recreation only. There are Indian burial mounds on the property and digging, artifact 

collection, metal detectors and the like are strictly forbidden with heavy fines for desecrating this National 

Register property. 

 

Skipping ahead 200 years or so from Altamaha, we revisited the Civil War Battle of Port Royal, literally a 

battle of Brother vs. Brother when Union Naval Captain Percival Drayton faced off against his brother 

Confederate General (and large slaveholder) Thomas F. Drayton. The Union won and freed the enslaved 

people of Hilton Head two years before the Emancipation Proclamation and four years 

 

before the end of the Civil War. During this time, slaves throughout the south risked their lives to get to 

Hilton Head where they could be free. 

 

Fast forward another 100 years and we arrived at Bailey’s Landing, a former oyster factory from the 40’s. 

Once upon a time, there were 25-30 oyster factories in our immediate area. Today, only the Bluffton 

Oyster Factory remains. All others have been replaced with marinas, resorts and condos because oyster 

factories sat on prime real estate that was more valuable than the underlying oyster business. Thus, a rich 

and storied Lowcountry way of life gave way to waterfront high rises. 

 

Around the corner from Bailey’s Landing, and only a few years into the future, our time travelers stopped to 

remember the scourge of polio which killed thousands in the 50’s, crippled thousands more and confined 

others to life inside an iron lung. The focus of our freeze frame in time was 40 acres of Bluffton land 

purchased by the National Infantile Paralysis Association (NIPA), which is now known as the March of 



 

Dimes. NIPA acquired the land “in the middle of nowhere” (Bluffton’s population at the time was 400) for 

the Pritchardville Primate Center, a facility supplying monkeys to Drs. Jonas Salk and Alfred Sabin for their 

research into an effective polio vaccine. They succeeded. Their vaccines eradicated polio…and it all started 

along the Okatie River in Bluffton. 

 

The last stop of our time travel journey was beautiful Victoria Bluff where in 1969, international chemical 

giant BASF proposed a $400 million oil refinery and ancillary facilities ($3 billion in today’s dollars). The 

petrochemical complex would include the refinery; a 14-mile railroad spur on the bluff plus other railroad 

connections from the South, West and North (including a bridge from Beaufort); a ship building facility; 

liquified natural gas storage fields with LNG tanks 10-stories high (highest structures in the Lowcountry); 

and a tanker port handling 40,000 barrels of oil per day. All this just on Victoria Bluff itself not to mention 

thousands of acres of industrial development in Bluffton and Hilton Head to support the hundreds of 

suppliers serving a major oil refinery. 

 

Seeing the destruction of life as we know it in the Lowcountry, the community launched a 2-year fight to 

block the megaplex. High point of the Stop BASF campaign was the journey of a shrimp boat, crewed by 

Gullah watermen, and festooned with “Save our waterways” signage, making the 800-mile journey to 

 

Washington DC to protest BASF in the nation’s Capital while stopping along the route for press interviews in 

every town they passed. 

 

Once in DC, they met with the Secretary of the Interior to present him with a load of fresh shrimp and a 

petition with 45,000 signatures. Bluffton’s population at the time was 529. In gifting their shrimp, the 

shrimpers said: “Mr. Secretary, we wish to present to you food from the cool, clean Atlantic Ocean. We are 

depending on you to see that the waters remain as they are so that we can continue to enjoy the natural 

resources of nature.” 

 

Ultimately, BASF backed down and built their facility in Louisiana in an area now known as “Cancer Alley.” 

Today, Victoria Bluff is home to Colleton River Plantation; the Victoria Bluff Heritage Preserve, 900 pristine 

acres for hiking, biking, and hunting; and Waddell Mariculture Center, the country’s leading aquaculture 

research facility. Best of all, ABCHH members can enjoy boating, fishing, shrimping, oystering, and all ‘the 

natural resources of nature’ in our beautiful corner of the world. 

 

Time travelers who made the journey from the end of the Paleolithic Age to the present in just one day 

were Captains John Thompson, John Eddy, Bill Hinchcliffe, Joe Kyle, Rich Delcore, Lucia Rosenblatt, Bob 

Greene, Howie Kravitz, Dave Frederick, Glenn Crews and Dan Allen. 

 

They were preceded by early pioneers for the trip who ventured into the past on May 8. Namely, Captains 

Wayne Mitchell, Mark Hente, Chris Brigham, Chris Datillo, Steve Scholl, Neil Boderman, Ted Witman, 

Rebecca Jeffries, and Bob Golden. 

 

Welcome back Time Travelers! See you on our next ABCHH adventure.  



 

 
 

 

 

                

 

DAWS ISLAND, a 1,900 SC 

State Heritage Preserve, where 

archeologists discovered 4,500 

year-old shell middens and other 

signs of human habitation dating 

back 12,000 years to the end 

of the Paleolithic Age. 

 

BELOW: KAREN DALE, new ABCHH member, 

with Bob Newbert.  Sorry, we could not find 

any photographs of the Yamasee from the 

1600’s. These two ABCHH members posing by 

Altamaha Town Preserve will have to suffice. 
 

Bottom Left:  ALTAMAHA TOWN PRESERVE, principal village of the Yamasee Indians and now a protected site on the 

National Register of Historic Places, served as a buffer for England to keep the Spanish bottled up in Florida as the two 

nations jockeyed for control of the America’s in the 1600’s. 

 



 

     
 

 

 

RIGHT: POLIO killed thousand in the 50’s and sentenced 

thousands more to life in an iron lung.  As with COVID-19 

today, medical science raced to find a vaccine.         → 

  

BELOW: BAILEY’S LANDING, former oyster factory is no 

longer shucking oysters, but unlike its 30 or so brethren, it 

has not been razed for a resort or condo. Photo courtesy of 

Joe Grabias. 

  

THE RACE STARTED IN BLUFFTON 

when the National Infantile Paralysis 

Association (March of Dimes) 

purchased 40 acres to launch the 

Pritchardville Primate Center 

providing monkeys to Drs. Jonas Salk 

and Alfred Sabin for their research 

into an effective polio vaccine. 

 



 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

64 YEARS AFTER GETTING HIS 

POLIO SHOT, Bob Newbert pauses by 

the secluded area once home to the 

Pritchardville Primate Center. 

 

VICTORIA BLUFF, proposed location for BASF’s petrochemical complex. 

Imagine a giant oil refinery, railroad, shipyard, LNG field, and tanker 

port in this beautiful setting. 

 

SHRIMPERS made the 800-mile sea journey to Washington DC to present their catch, and their 

petition, to the Secretary of The Interior pleading with him to let them continue to “enjoy the natural 

resources of nature.” 

 



 

 
 

 

    
  

VICTORIA BLUFF “Before” and “After” the grassroots campaign to block BASF. 

 

TIME TRAVELERS Karen Dale with guests Susan and Randy 

Boehme, aboard “Theresa” Bob Newbert's “way back” 

machine for time travel. (Remember Rocky & Bullwinkle’s 

WABAC Machine?  Now you’re really dating yourself). Photo 

courtesy of Joe Grabias 

 

CAROLE & BOB GREENE, new ABCHH members on 

their first club cruise.  We hope the smile means they 

are having a good time.  Photo courtesy of Joe Grabias. 

 



 

TYBEE ROADS/SAVANNAH RIVER BOAT CRUISE 
By Tom Ryley 

 

On June 9th there were two concurrent boat cruises going on; one which was led and narrated below by 

Captain Tom Ryley, while Captain Bob Newbert led a second group of boaters for another cruise up the 

Okatie River.  Participants for the Tybee Roads/Savannah River cruise included Captain Tom Ryley and his 

wife Hilary; Pete & Debbie Dion; Larry Mittelman & his guest Rick Ford; Mark & Teresa Carroll; Cecil & 

Francis Viverette; and Ted & Mary Ellen Witman. 

 

Stop 1.  Grenadier Shoal  
 

 - small shoal that has grown massively due to sand erosion from the south end of HHI, approximately one 

mile long  
 

 - appears as a large island at low tides, great spot to pull up on, and walk around.  
 

- currents carry sand dollars, star fish and shells onto the bar, far more than found on HHI beaches  
 

- August 2017 solar eclipse “centre line” passed right over the shoal.  

 

Stop 2 Tybee Roads, Entrance to the Savannah River  
 

- Tybee Roads is the name for the entrance of the Savannah River and is 17 miles from the downtown of 

Savannah  
 

- note the various channel markers for commercial vessels, and the range markers that guide vessels in 

Bloody Range and the Jones Island range.  
 

- also see the break walls that are designed to prevent erosion   
 

- island to the north is Oyster Island and Jones island, they are largely the creation of material deposited 

from dredging the river… 
 

- to the south are Tybee Island, and next up, Cockspur Island, both natural.  
 

- Savannah River is the major river draining the southeast US, all the way to the Appalachian continental 

divide…the river is over three hundred miles long and drains over 10,000 square miles.  
 

- due to our high tides, even the Port of Savannah has tides, and therefore this is more properly called an 

estuary, rather than a river at this point.  
 

- the strongest theory for the name Savannah is that it is a Shawnee Indian name, “sawanoki”, which 

meant southerners.  
 

- Before the British settlement however the river was called the Westobou…after the local Westo 

Indians…who inhabited the area when the Spanish arrived, and successfully defended their territory from 

Spanish settlement….  they however were pushed out of the area by the Shawnee, who were armed by the 

British in the late 1600’s and encouraged to purge the Westo to allow settlement…  



 

- that settlement officially began when James Oglethorpe founded Savannah in 1733, … and the Savannah 

River was integral to the settlement of the interior all the way to Augusta, which is as far as the river was 

navigable…  
 

- both Savannah and Augusta served as state capitals for Georgia, before the growth of the little rail hub 

called Atlanta…  

 

Stop 2. cont’d - Port of Savannah  
 

 - the commercial vessels going up the river are headed to the Port of Savannah, one of the largest in the 

US… 
 

- the main business is containers, with total numbers shipped into and out of Savannah exceeding 4.5 

million containers per year. The Garden City terminal is the single largest container terminal in the US.  
 

- over 2000 vessels arrive in the port per year, … the major imports are retail consumer goods, machinery, 

electronics, furniture, and cars, …. The major exports are food, lumber, pulp and wood products, … 70% of 

imports are from Asia, as are close to 60% of exports….  
 

- the main channel of the river is 500 feet wide, and dredged to a 42-foot depth at low water… more later 

on the dredging of the channel…  

 

Stop 3. Tybee Island Light  
 

- there has been a lighthouse at the entrance to the river, on Tybee island, continuously since 1736… the 

current one is the fourth at the location  
 

- storms and erosion destroyed the first two towers, both built of wood,  the third built in 1773 was made 

of brick, and in 1857 received a Fresnel lens, which was the French invention that layers lenses to enable a 

very focused beam to be emitted, through light refraction, which could be seen over great distances… the 

Fresnel lens is said to be the “ invention that saved a million ships”…  
 

- the third Tybee light however was burned down in 1862 by Confederate forces in the Civil war, and the 

lenses stolen… the lighthouse was not restored until 1866…and then was several damaged in the 1871 

hurricane, and the 1886 Charleston earthquake…  
 

- in 1933 the lighthouse was electrified, and in 1972 it was automated, eliminating the need for a 

lighthouse keeper, almost 240 years after it was first constructed…  
 

- the current tower is 144 feet tall, and the light is visible from 18 miles away 
 

- the lighthouse is on Tybee Island, which has been the main beach community for Savannah for many 

years. 

 

Stop 4. Cockspur Island, and Fort Pulaski  
 

 - just upriver from Tybee island, separating the north and south channel of the Savannah River, is 

Cockspur Island, so named for its shape…. It is the site of another lighthouse, but is primarily occupied by 

Fort Pulaski, but in 1847…  



 

- John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, conducted a service of Thanksgiving on the island in 1736… 
 

-the original plans for Fort Pulaski date back to the war of 1812, (the one where Canada successfully 

repelled and defeated a US invasion, but we can discuss that on another tour) 
 

- after the war, the US committed to a new system of coastal fortifications, including a fort to protect 

the entrance to the Savannah River… construction started in 1829, and was named after Kasimir Pulaski, a 

Polish soldier who fought in the American revolution under George Washington, and was instrumental in 

the siege of Savannah.  
 

- wood pilings to support the fort were driven over 70 feet into the riverbed, and the fort was completed 

in 1847 after 18 years of construction and built of over 25 million bricks. The walls were 11 feet thick, and 

beloved to be impenetrable.  Robert E Lee, then a Lieutenant in the US Army, observed that “one might as 

well bombard the Rocky Mountains, as bombard Fort Pulaski”.  
 

- after SC seceded from the Union in 1860, followed soon by Georgia, the state seized Fort Pulaski, and it 

was occupied by Confederate troops…  
 

- in December 1861, however, soon after the Union forces captured HHI, they also captured Tybee 

island…and began constructing gun batteries on Tybee , focused on Pulaski… with newly developed “rifled” 

cannons, the Union began their assault in April 1862, and within 340 hours, had destroyed one corner of 

the 11 foot thick walls… fearing a missile would hit the main powder magazine, the fort was surrendered to 

the Union… 
 

- after occupying the fort, it was then used to effectively blockade any shipping into or out of the port of 

Savannah… and also turned into a prison for senior members of the Confederacy captured during the war…. 

Including the Confederate secretaries of State, Treasury and War, and three state governors…  
 

- after the war, the fort fell into progressive states of disrepair, and was transferred to the National 

Park Service in 1924… it was however, recommissioned by the Navy in WW2, before being returned to the 

Park Service…  

 

Stop 5. Elba Island, and Savannah River dredging  
 

- the Savannah River has been under the control of the Army Corps of engineers since 1829…. At the time, 

many parts of the river were no more than 5 feet deep…. As the river delivers enormous amounts of 

sediment down from the Appalachians, which is deposited in the tidal estuary…  
 

- dredging operations are continuous, 365 days a year, 24 hours a day, from the start of Tybee Roads, to 

21 miles up the river past all the major port facilities.  The channel is maintained to a minimum depth of 42 

feet, and over 5 million yards of sediment are removed per year, and deposited on Barnwell Island, close to 

the city, and Jones Oyster Island, which we passed on the north side as we travelled up river… a further 1 

Million yards in deposited out in the ocean, at a designated disposal site. 
 

- Elba Island is named after the island of the same name in the Mediterranean, it’s the first place the 

French exiled Napoleon… though escaped. 
 

- our Elba Island is the home to a large liquified natural gas export terminal… LNG in the industry lingo…it 

was originally built in the early 1970’s to import natural gas to the US, but then shutdown in 1980….  



 

- it then sat idle for almost 35 years, till it was decommissioned to export LNG from the US, the result of 

the huge boom in “fracking” in recent years…. 
 

- liquified natural gas is made by super cooling natural gas to minus 260 degrees Fahrenheit… this reduces 

the volume of the gas 600 times!!!…. the plant here on Elba receives about 350 MMCF of gas per day… but 

it takes a full week to supercool enough natural gas to load a single LNG tanker.  They are unique vessels 

that have huge spheres on their superstructure. Nothing else looks like them. 
 

- the cost just to retrofit this plant to export rather than import LNG was over $2 Billion…  

 

Stop 6. (not a stop, just kept cruising, but at no wake speed) Freeport, Daufuskie Island  
 

- Freeport is one of the three docking places on Daufuskie Island, an island likely well known to several 

you. 
 

- known to the locals as “Fuskie”, the island is 5 miles by 2.5 miles, and has no bridge access.. and has a 

full-time population of about 400… though it has been inhabited for thousands of years…  
 

- the earliest European presence was the Spanish in the 1500’s, and they introduced Iberian horses, some 

of which still live on the island, and are known as “marsh tackys”. 
 

-in 1715, there were several major military battles on the island, which gave the name “Bloody Point’ to the 

south eastern point of the island… 
 

- after the War Of Independence, Daufuskie was largely a plantation economy, with eleven separate 

plantations, growing highly valued sea island cotton…it was also an important source of live oaks, used to 

construct military ships of the day…oysters were also a large industry, and by the late 1800’s over 3000 

people lived on Daufuskie…  
 

- in later years, the demise of cotton, the use of iron for ships, and the decimation of oysters from water 

pollution led to the decline of the island economy, and before tourism development in the 1970’s it had 

become a very closed society of few people with limited contact with the outside world. … the population 

dropped to several hundred. 
 

- the story of Daufuskie in the early 70’s was the famous first book of author Pat Conroy, who served a 

year as a teacher, and wrote “The Water Is Wide.” 
 

- an equally compelling book of life on Daufuskie is Jimmy Alberto’s book “Daufuskie Daze”, which was 

released last year, and covers the nearly ten years he and his wife Carol taught on the island.  Jimmy 

today is still a resident of Hilton Head Plantation. 

 



 

       
         Tom Ryley narrating the cruise                                        Hilary Robinson seated, Tom Ryley w/radio,                                                                                     

                                                                                    and Pete Dion w/camera 

                                                                            

 

 

  

 

 
TYBEE ISLAND LIGHT HOUSE 



 

       
            SAVANNAH RIVER SIGHTSEEING                             SAVANNAH RIVER DREDGING 

 

 

 

 
 DREDGING VESSEL 

 



 

 
FORT PULASKI NATIONAL MONUMENT  

 

        
                 Cecil & Francis Viverette                               Larry Mittelman & guest Rick Ford 

 

 

     
                    Mark & Teresa Carroll                                        Ted & Mary Ellen Witman 

 

 
  



 

OSSABAW ADVENTURE 
By Bob Newbert, AP 

 

 
On June 26, eleven adventurous ABCHH sea farers made the journey to Ossabaw Island, an uninhabited 

island 2X the size of Bermuda. And what an adventure it was! 

 

We started our Voyage of Discovery 100 miles inland (in prehistoric time) where locals regularly find the 

fossilized remains of Mastodons, Wooly Mammoths, and Sabre Toothed Tigers -- an area mediaeval 

cartographers would have labeled “Here be dragons!” 

 

Ever on the alert for said dragons, we proceeded to Ossabaw Island stopping along the way to admire, 

among other points of interest: 

 

· R/V Savannah, 91-ft oceanographic research vessel 

 

· Picturesque Isle of Hope, location of several Hollywood films 

 

· The most famous tidal creek in America 

 

· Pin Point, a community formed by Freedmen after the Civil War and home to United States Supreme Court 

Justice, Clarence Thomas 

 

· Wassaw National Wildlife Refuge and its 10,000 acres of pristine beach and marsh 

 

Finally, after passing through what NOAA charts label “Hell’s Gate” (not a comforting term for mariners), 

we approached the territorial waters of Ossabaw Island and made the 17-mile journey to the hidden 

passage of a creek where we could disembark. 

 

At 26,000 acres, Ossabaw is Georgia’s third largest barrier island. Dr. Henry Torrey purchased Ossabaw 

Island in 1924 and built a 20,000 sq. ft., pink, stucco mansion on the property. His daughter, Eleanor Torrey 

West, started the Ossabaw Island Project, a retreat for writers, artists and musicians to isolate, reflect 

and create. Among the notables who spent time on Ossabaw renewing their creative spirit were Aaron 

Copeland, Samuel Barber, Ralph Ellison, Alice Walker and T.C. Boyle. 

 

In 1978, Eleanor transferred ownership of the island to the State of Georgia so it would remain edenlike in 

perpetuity as a State Heritage Preserve. She continued to live on the island until 2016, when at 103-years 

old, she decamped to a nursing home in Savannah where she lives today. 

 

Eleanor’s fellow residents of Ossabaw Island include wild horses, feral donkey’s and the Ossabaw Hog. Her 

porcine neighbors are descended from pigs brought to the New World by the Spanish in the 16th century. 

They evolved into a unique species as a result of their environment and their isolation on an island with no 

interbreeding with other species. Ossabaw Hogs are highly tolerant of salt from drinking brackish water 

and eating vegetation coated with salt spray from the ocean. Additionally, they’re able to store a larger 

proportion of fat than other hogs due to the irregular availability of food on a barrier island. 

 



 

ABCHH members, all of whom would prefer to store less fat themselves, ventured onto the island for a 

picnic lunch. Dietary of course! We then explored a small portion of the island’s primeval forest before wind 

and tide called us home. During our brief foray into the interior, we encountered no feral horses, donkeys, 

hogs or dragons, but we had a grand time, nonetheless. 

 

Those earning their ABCHH Merit Badge for daring exploration were Tom Ryley, Chris Brigham, Wayne 

Mitchell, Barb Sommers, Brad Loescher, Bob Newbert, Sophie Kozyr, Mike Kozyr, Jim Murphy, Chris Datillo 

and Joe Datillo. 

 

Stats for the day were 130 miles traveled, 56 gallons of fuel burned, 8-hours of run time on the boat, 0 

lives lost to dragons, and many wonderful memories of a beautiful place lost in time. 
 

 
              JOE DATILLO and JIM MURPHY at the helm 

 

 

 

 
                                                                          BOB NEWBERT and BARB SOMMERS enjoying the cruise 



 

 
                             ISLE OF HOPE 

 

 
 

 

 

R/V SAVANNAH oceanographic research vessel with 

wet and dry laboratories.   →→ 

UNINHABITED OSSABAW ISLAND, the 3rd 

largest barrier island off the Georgia coast 



 

   
 

     
 

 

 

“ARE WE LOST so far from home?” 

    “LANDFALL! We made it!” 

 

ISLAND TRANSPORTATION for (L to R): 

Chris Brigham, Wayne Mitchell, Tom Ryley, 

and Brad Loescher.  

 



 

     
 

 

 

 
                     OSSABAW ISLAND ADVENTURERS (L to R):  Joe Datillo, Chris Datillo, Chris Brigham, 

                     Mike Kozyr, Sophie Kozyr, Wayne Mitchell, Tom Ryley, Brad Loescher, and Bob Newbert. 

 

LEFT: TREE HUGGERS…Chris and Joe Datillo 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BELOW: BRAD LOESCHER…”Possible contestant on 

“SURVIVOR” 



 

  
        ON THE MARCH and on the lookout for the elusive Ossabaw Hog 

 

 

   

 

OSSABAW HOGS and other 

island residents. 



 

 
FEARLESS EXPLORERS Chris Brigham and Wayne Mitchell 

 

 
                                                                   SOPHIE and MIKE KOZYR wave goodbye as they depart beautiful            

                                                                   Ossabaw Island. 

 

 
      TIRED LITTLE BOY after a long day’s Big Adventure 


