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EVENTS CALENDER  
AUGUST 
  3 Magellan 5:  Daufuskie Island 

  5 Ossebaw Island, Georgia – Adventure Cruise: an all-day event 

 10 Hurricane Preparation Seminar, 9-11 AM, HHI Senior Ctr 

 15 Savannah Downtown Dock (Boating Activity) 

 19 Executive Committee Mtg (6:30 PM, HHI Senior Center) 

 26 May River Red Neck Riviera Sandbar - Beach Picnic 

SEPTEMBER 
  4 Magellan 6:  Hilton Head Island  

  6 Flying Fish/Bull River Marina (Boating Activity) 

 10 Dinner Meeting at Skull Creek Dockside, 6:30 PM 

 16 Executive Committee Mtg (6:30 PM, HHI Senior Center) 

 21 Anchoring Seminar, 9-11 AM, HHI Senior Center 

 28 New River Nature Cruise (Boating Activity) 

OCTOBER 
  3,7,10,14,17,21,24,28: Electronic Navigation (ME 103) 

  5 Magellan Fall Make Up Cruise 

  8 Dinner Meeting at Poseidon in Shelter Cove (6:30 PM) 

 15 Oyster Roast at Colleton River 

 19 America’s Boating Course 

 21 Executive Committee Mtg (6:30 PM, HHI Senior Center) 

 26 America’s Boating Course  
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THIS ISSUE IS DEDICATED TO BOB NEWBERT’S “DAY 

ON THE WATER” – PARTS 1 & 2.  IT’S A WONDERFUL 

PROGRAM HE CREATED FOR THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 

IN BLUFFTON, SC.  I HOPE YOU ENJOY IT.  

Thank you to Bob Newbert, Peter Dion, Barb Sommers, and Paul 

Hoyte for providing the pictures for this special issue. 

mailto:hhsps9900@gmail.com
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If you don’t know the answers to these questions, ask members of the Bluffton Boys & Girls Club 

who participated in the year’s “Day On The Water” Program (DOW) with America’s Boating Club of 

Hilton Head.  DOW is two-part program to introduce youngsters to boating and the beauty of 

Lowcountry waterways.  

 

“We start with Sea School, a land-based session giving the kids an overview of boats; where we will 

go on the water; and what we will see when we’re out there,” says Bob Newbert who developed the 

program four years ago.  “We want the experience to be more than just a boat ride. We want every 

child to learn about boating and our natural environment.”  

 

Newbert explains that Sea School covers nautical terminology, introduction to different propulsion 

systems (outboard, inboard, I/O’s and jet boats), basic navigation using ATONs, VHF radio 

protocol, charts & chart plotters, the history of our local waterways, and the animals and natural 

wonders they’ll see out on the water.  

 

Bob includes hands-on demonstrations to reinforce key learning.  “We set up a lock system so the 

kids can see how a boat goes from one elevation to another; we demonstrate jet propulsion; we 

visually compare the capacity of our mouths (3 oz.) to a pelican’s (3 gallons); we demonstrate filter 

feeding (one oyster can filter 50 gallons of water per day); we show how long a dolphin can hold its 

breath (15-minutes); and other ‘gee whiz’ arcana of our creeks, rivers, sounds and wildlife.”  

 

“Day On The Water” is a reward for Boys & Girls Club members who successfully complete 

“Explorers,” a character development program jointly operated by the Boys & Girls Club and the 

Bluffton Police Department. Explorers runs like “boot camp.” The children (age 12-15) wear 

uniforms, report every morning at 5AM for physical training (mile run, push-ups etc.), and complete 

“Day On The Water” – Part One:  Sea School 
Submitted by Bob Newbert, AP – Member-at-Large 

 

“If dolphins must surface to breathe air, how do they sleep? 

“Why do pelicans turn to the left when they hit the water?” 

“How did the Battle of Port Royal Sound change America?” 

“What’s the difference between a map and a chart?” 

“How does a lock work?” 

“What’s a cabbage head?” 

“How do May River oysters differ from oysters in other parts of the country?” 

“How many satellites are needed to fix a position on GPS?” 

“What’s Marlinspike?” 
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community service projects.  Bob Newbert notes that when he first started DOW, the kids 

reported at for PT at 4AM, but this was too hard on parents (who got up at 3AM) so this year’s 

start time was moved to 0500.   

 

Sea School is Part One of “Day On The Water,” and took place at the Bluffton Boys & Girls Club a 

week prior to Part Two -- the boating session on July 9.  Bob invited ABCHH captains volunteering 

for DOW to attend Sea School to familiarize themselves with the curriculum so they can reinforce 

key points with their Explorer crew when out on the water. “It’s also a good way to break the ice 

and give captains and crew a chance to meet beforehand,” he says.  

 

Joining this year’s Explorer class at Sea School were Captain Barbara Sommers, Captain Peter 

Dion, Captain Paul Hoyte, Captain Nancy Stermer, Captain Joe Etter and Captain Wayne Mitchell. “I 

was proud to have them with me representing America’s Boating Club of Hilton Head,” says Bob 

Newbert, “but a little disappointed that they didn’t show up at 5AM for the mile run and push-ups. 

We’ll have to correct that next year.”  

 

 
 

 
 

Part 1 of Day on The Water included a 

Sea School for the kids participating in 

the program. 

 

Bob Newbert (left) explains the “Day 

On The Water” during Sea School.  

Bob Newbert shows a chart to the 

students and instructors and explains 

where they’ll be going during the actual 

“Day On The Water” event held on July 

9th.  
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Captains and Crew for this year’s 

Day On The Water included back  

row left to right:  P/C Joe Etter, 

P/C Barb Sommers, Member-at-

Large Wayne Mitchell. 

 

Middle row left is first mate 

Nancy Stermer, who is seated 

with her spouse, Captain Paul 

Hoyte, on her right.   

Bob Newbert, who master 

minded and spear-headed this 

annual event four years ago, 

explains the parts of a boat 

to the students during Sea 

School.  

In this photo, Bob Newbert 

is showing one of the various 

knots that are used during 

the process of tying up a 

boat at the dock or while 

anchoring or to secure a 

fender.   
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Bob Newbert is demonstrating filter feeding by oysters 

here in the Low Country waters.   

In this photo Bob Newbert explains why a pelican turns 

to the left when they dive bomb the water to catch 

their food.     

The students are informed about the rules and regulations 

that must be followed during the Day On The Water. 

Last but not least … HAVE FUN!!! 

Various slides showed what the kids would see on the 

water as well as what they’d learn about – The Battle of 

Port Royal Sound and how it changed America.   
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“Day On The Water” – Part Two: The Cruise – Bob Newbert   

  

The highlight of our “Day On The Water” program with the Bluffton Boys & Girls Club is…. you 

guessed it:  A day on the water.  This year we set out on July 9 from Skull Creek Marina to Port 

Royal Sound, the Chechessee River, MacKay Creek, Windmill Harbor, Calibogue Sound, Harbour 

Town Harbor Yacht Basin and home.  

  

Along the way, we stopped at numerous locations to discuss local history, boating, navigation, and 

marine life.  Our first stop was G “9A” for a radio check.  In Sea School, we reviewed VHF radio 

procedures and put them into practice on the cruise. Each boat designated a Boys & Girls Club 

Explorer as radio operator to handle communication using call signs for every boat in the fleet.    

  

Out at G “3,” at the entrance to Port Royal Sound, we discussed the Civil War Battle of Port Royal, 

which pitted the Commanding General of the Confederates (Gen. Thomas F. Drayton) against the 

largest naval fleet of the war; and his own brother, Union Captain Percival Drayton commander of 

the USS Pochahontas.  Here, on the battleground, we talked about the Union strategy – a Circle of 

Fire – and the devasting outcome to the Confederate forces resulting in emancipation for the 

enslaved people of Hilton Head Island two years before Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation 

Proclamation and four years before the end of the Civil War!  

  

In addition to Bob Newbert’s narration over the radio, ABCHH captains and first mates shared 

their knowledge one-on-one with Explorers in their boat. These wise Oracles of The Waters 

were:  Barb Sommers, Paul Hoyte, Nancy Stermer, Brian D Matteo, Joe Etter, Neil Boderman, Pete 

Dion, Wayne Mitchell and Jocelyn Mitchell.  

  

Throughout the cruise, Explorers learned how to tie a bowline; viewed our position on chart- 

plotters; observed ATONS and boating Rules of The Road; noted tidal change from the time of our 

departure to our return; saw pelicans turn to the left as they dove; watched dolphins; and 

generally enjoyed the beauty of our waterways.  

  

Sea Pines Plantation and the Quarterdeck Restaurant hosted us for lunch.  Aside from great food, 

the kids enjoyed free ice cream at Cups & Cones, free tickets to the top of the Harbour Town 

Lighthouse, and a kitchen tour at Links, An American Grill in the Harbour Town Clubhouse.  

  

A big highlight for the kids was driving the boat on the way home.  Not every captain could offer 

this opportunity, but those that did, provided instruction and the chance to take the helm for a 

few minutes making small adjustments to speed and direction. “The huge smiles on their faces,” 

said it all explains Bob Newbert. “I think we recruited several new ABCHH members 10 years down 

the road when they are old enough to skipper a boat.”  

  

“Day On The Water” wrapped up with dockside presentations upon our return to Skull Creek 

Marina.  Each captain presented his or her crew with a hat embroidered with America’s Boating 
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Club of Hilton Head’s burgee, and a framed Day On The Water Award Certificate with their names 

in calligraphy. “Many of these kids have never been recognized for anything,” says Bob 

Newbert.  “It’s great for us to give them the Day On The Water experience, and especially 

wonderful to provide them with individual recognition.  I know our award certificates are hanging 

proudly in their homes.”  

  

Molly Hornbeak, Director of the Bluffton Boys & Girls Club, sums it up best: “Our kids look forward 

to Day On The Water every year and talk about it constantly.  You have a tremendous, positive 

impact on their lives.”  

 

    
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 Bob Newbert (left) giving last minute instructions  

                 to his boat captains.  
      Bob Newbert performing roll call and giving  

            instructions to the crew members.   

Bob Newbert is pictured with Molly Hornbeak, who is the 

Director of the Bluffton Boys and Girls Club. 
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This is “Aniya” who was Bob Newbert’s radioman.  Kids 

were taught proper VHF Marine Radio protocol and 

they communicated boat-to-boat on the radio.   

Wayne & Jocelyn Mitchell with their crew. Brian DeMatteo and his crew. 

The group arrived at Harbour Town Marina and is 

walking to the Quarterdeck for lunch.  

Boys & Girls Club members enjoying lunch at the 

Quarterdeck in Harbour Town Marina. 

Neil Boderman is pictures with his five crew members 

for the day’s events.  
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  “Alana” behind the wheel with PC Barb Sommers. “Alana” enjoying the ride. 

Education Officer Pete Dion served as First Mate on  

Neil Boderman’s boat and is shown with their crew.     

These kids served as crew on Paul & Nancy Hoyte’s 

boat.   

 

Let’s Rock n Roll.  Standing is Bob Newbert.  Seated left to right: Neil Boderman, Pete Dion, Joe Etter,  

Jocelyn Mitchell, Wayne Mitchell, and Paul Hoyte.   
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Bob Newbert (center) is pictured with his crew and 

Director of the Bluffton Boys & Girls Club (right) 

Molly Hornbeak. 

Paul Hoyte, center, is pictured with his crew after 

they received their certificates of participation for 

the day’s event. 

Another “Day On The Water” is in the history books.  Thank you to Bob Newbert and 

all the volunteer members from America’s Boating Club of Hilton Head who gave these 

youngsters from the Bluffton Boys and Girls Club a day they’ll never forget.   


