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EVENTS CALENDER  
 

America's Boating Club Hilton Head  

celebrates the Holiday season with  

Hilton Head Shore Notes Ensemble 

 
We invite you to join us for Cocktails and Dinner 

December 10, 2019, 6:30 pm 

at the Golf Club at Indigo Run 

 

ENTRÉE CHOICES 
 

Stuffed Pork Loin, Spinach, Walnuts and Boursin Cheese with Port 
Reduction, Roasted Red Potatoes and Chef's Seasonal Vegetable 

 
Herb Breaded Trout, Smoked Corn Sauce, Rice Pilaf and Chef's 

Seasonal Vegetable 
 

Stuffed Chicken Roulade, Sundried Tomato Basil Cream, Whipped 
Potatoes and Chef's Seasonal Vegetable 

 
Each entree comes with the Golf Club House Salad: Mixed Greens, 

Spiced Pecans, Dried Cranberries, Feta Cheese, and Balsamic 
Vinaigrette 

 
COST - $37 

 

YOUR INVITATION TO ATTEND WAS E-MAILED. 

 

 

 

Editorial Staff 
 

Debbie Dion 

Editor 

 

Cdr. Peter J. Dion, SN 

Consulting Editor 

 

The Ocean Breeze is published monthly 

by the America’s Boating Club® Hilton 

Head, a unit of the United States Power 

Squadrons. Articles in this publication 

represent the opinions of the authors and 

do not necessarily reflect the policy of the 

United States Power Squadrons or the 

America’s Boating Club® Hilton Head. 

 

The Bridge 
 

Commander, Peter J. Dion, SN 

peterjdion@gmail.com 

631-456-9134 
    

Executive Officer, Walter Kirk, AP-CN 

walterckirk@aol.com 

843-342-3931 
 

Administrative Office, Mark Hente 

mark.hente@gmail.com 

614-282-1875 
 

Secretary, Christine Dattilo 

chrisdat@gmail.com 

978-460-0712 
 

Treasurer, Dave Frederick, S 

dfrederick@hargray.com 

317-691-1606 
 

Education Officer, Tom Ryley, P 

tomryley@mac.com 

214-668-4639 
 

Technology Officer, Paul Hoyte, AP 

hhsps9900@gmail.com 

248-752-6970 
 

WEBSITE 

americasboatingclubhiltonhead.org 

-or-  abchh.org 

 

 

"America’s Boating Club®is a trademark of the United States Power Squadrons®” 
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CHANGE OF WATCH DINNER MEETING 

The evening of November 9th served as our Change of Watch, which is a Squadron tradition where we 

express our appreciation to all members who have volunteered their time and effort leading our club, and 

where we swear in the leadership of the Squadron for the next year.  Introductions were made of past 

commanders, new members Ted & Mary Ellen Witman, and Raymond Ojeda & Mery Womack, and a special 

welcome was extended to Dave Sapp, Executive Officer of D26.  
   

Commander Larson offered the following remarks:   

• 2019 has been a good year for America’s Boating  

Club Hilton Head.  

• We remained in excellent financial condition under  

the direction of Craig Christiansen.  

• Our communications with members are frequent  

and thorough. Debbie Dion put out a great series  

of Ocean Breeze publications during the year.  

• Through a combination of an excellent education program, our relationship with the Freedom 

Boat Club, and the efforts of our newly established Member Ambassadors, our overall 

membership status is great.  

• As we close the current year, we officially have 227 members. We have just completed the 

Fall ABC course and have nine applications in hand, so we will be at 236 as we start the year.  

• We started the year with 196 members, added 71, and saw 40 leave. We experienced a net 

growth over last year of 16% despite losing 40 members. We retained 80% of the folks that 

were here at the beginning of the year, which is an excellent result.  

• Great work by your Executive Committee, particularly Membership Chair Glenn Crews, to 

produce a great membership year.  

• I also want to thank our new Member Ambassadors group that we set up this year -- Mark 

and Teresa Carroll, Joe and Lynne Harris, Craig and Deb Loomis, Wayne Mitchell, Bob 

Newbert, John and Tina Thompson, Hal Wilson and Ann Wolfe.  

• The participation in our many boating activities was broad under the leadership of Barb 

Sommers and Mike Gilroy.  We had 14 different boating events during the year. And on 

average we had 20 people participate as captain or crew in each of those cruises.  

• We had 18 different education seminars or courses during the year with an average of 12 

member students. That does not include non-members. Many thanks to Pete Dion, Tom Ryley, 

and their team of instructors who make this happen.  

• We were again very successful in Vessel Safety Checks. A total of 160 performed by Larry 

Tremitiere and his crew of inspectors, which is an increase of 25% over last year. We have 

about 50 member-owned boats in the Squadron, so we provided the broader Hilton 

Head/Bluffton community with 110 inspections. Great job!  

• We had wonderful participation in our nine dinner events, averaging just under 40 members. 

Thanks to Paul Hoyte, Nancy Stermer and Mary Richardson for their efforts in planning and 

organizing in this area.  
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• We undertook a membership survey earlier in the year. 30% of the members took the 

opportunity to help the leadership team understand member assessment and expectations. 

While in general members seem to be quite happy with the Club, suggestions on what we can 

do better focused on - no surprise - boating education and boating activities. The leadership 

team you have elected for next year will be using what you’ve told us to fine tune our future 

agenda.  

RECOGNITION 
 

Commander Larson attended the Fall D26 Conference, which was hosted by Tybee Light Squadron.  One of 

the speakers said something that resonated with Commander Larson.  He said “We are not a volunteer 

organization; we are an organization of volunteers.”  Commander Larson recognized the following volunteers: 

 

Merit Mark recipients recognized for the 2017-18 Watch Year were Terry Baehr, Mike Gilroy, Linda Larson, 

Klaus Loehr, and Al Pepe. Merit Marks were also awarded to all members of the Bridge, the Executive 

Committee, and Past Commanders Joe Etter, Larry Tremitiere, and Barb Sommers.   

 

Commander Larson thanked all the members of his 2019 Executive Comittee, including the Bridge and 

Members-at- Large: Executive Officer, Walter Kirk; Secretary, Debbie Dion; Treasurer, Craig Christiansen; 

Assistant Treasurer, Dave Frederick; Education Officer, Pete Dion; Tom Ryley, Assistant Education 

Officer; Membership Chair, Glenn Crews; and Technology Officer, Paul Hoyte.  Members-at-Large: Bob 

Newbert, Glenn Crews, Hal Wilson, Wayne Mitchell, Mark Dryden, Randy Royen, Hal Wilson and Paul Hoyte. 

Additionally, he thanked Past Commanders Barb Sommers, Larry Tremitiere and Joe Etter. All of them have 

continued to be very active in the work of the Executive Committee.  Mark appreciated their wise counsel 

over the past year. 
 

 

For our 2019 awards the Commander’s Cup Award goes to an   

individual in the Squadron who typifies the “best of the best.”  

The person is chosen on the basis of character, participation,  

merit, and contribution to the growth and stature of America’s  

Boating Club Hilton Head. This year’s Commander’s Cup Award  

goes to PC Larry Tremitiere.  

 

  

The Lew Ward Award was initiated several years ago in honor    

of Lew’s numerous contributions to our Squadron, the District  

and the National USPS organization. The award is given to an  

individual in the Squadron who over time has continuously  

performed “above and beyond” their regular responsibilities  

and for demonstrating a positive attitude that inspires others.  

This year’s award goes to Mike Gilroy, “Magellan Mike” as this 

Editor refers to him.  
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Finally, “Catch the Spirit, Pass it On” Award is a ceremonial flag based   

on the D26 flag, emblazoned with our district mottos in gold to match  

the 50th anniversary band around the outside of our district flag. The  

award flag is ceremonial and not intended to be flown. Therefore, it is  

displayed in a frame that passes from one recipient to another, and is  

presented to an individual that the Squadron Commander determines  

exemplifies the motto. Since Mark admitted that his leadership has 

been unconventional at times, it came as no surprise when he awared 

this year’s “Catch the Spirit, Pass it On” award to three new members: 

Christine Dattilo, Mark Hente, and Chris Brigham. They’ve respectively  

become Secretary, Administrative Officer, and Member-at-Large.   

It’s unheard of for new members in their very first year to assume  

these responsibilities.   
 

In closing, Commander Larson thanked his wife Linda.  His job these last    

two years took up a great deal of time – time that the relationship has 

to sacrifice as well. He thanked Linda for her contribution and support.  

They’ll celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary in January 2020.  Mark 

was dismissed later in the evening as Commander; but he made it very 

clear that Linda was not being dismissed from her role. 

 

Commander Larson dismissed his Bridge and Executive Committee.   

District 26 Executive Officer, Dave Sapp, addressed members.  He  

then administered the Oath of Office to new Commander Pete Dion. 

 

 

Commander Dion proceeded to install his new Bridge pictured below. 

 

 
L to R:  Tom Ryley, Education Officer; Walter Kirk, Executive Officer; 

Christine Dattilo, Secretary; Mark Hente, Administrative Officer; 

Dave Frederick, Treasurer; Commander Peter Dion.  

 

 

 

 

 
L to R:  Commander Mark Larson,  

Christine Dattilo, and Mark Hente.    

Chris Brigham was unable to attend.  

 

 
D26 Executive Officer, Dave 

Sapp (left) administers oath of 

office to Commander Peter Dion. 
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Members-at-Large from left to right: 

Hal Wilson, Randy Royen, and Bob Newbert. 

 

   Additional Members-at-Large: Glenn Crews (left),       

   Chris Brigham (center),and Wayne Mitchell (right).   

 
 

 

 

PC Mark Larson (left) listens while Commander 

Pete Dion commends him for his two years of 

service leading our organization.  America’s 

Boating Club-Hilton Head has made significant 

improvements under the direction of Past 

Commander Mark Larson.  His leadership led us 

through a maze of changes initiated by our 

national organization, increased our membership, 

and created a more welcoming atmosphere in our 

club. “Thank you, Mark, for your dedication and 

hard work over the last two years.”  

 

Commander Dion presents PC Larson with a 

“SOLD” sign intended to bring Mark some ‘good 

luck’ selling the 55’ Sea Ray that he and Linda 

have on the market.  It’s a grand cruiser if 

anyone is looking for a sizable boat with a dingy.   

 
PC Mark Larson is presented with the original burgee from 

the Hilton Head Sail & Power Squadron – now known as 

America’s Boating Club Hilton Head – from new Commander 

Peter Dion.    
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A NOTE FROM COMMANDER PETER DION, SN 
 

As your new Commander, I look forward to continuing the direction 

Mark has set for us.  I am honored to lead such a great group of 

individuals dedicated to providing safe boating for boaters in our area. 

The survey, completed in the spring, gave us important information to 

help us guide our future activities and direction. As a result, we will 

concentrate on the following items this year:   

 

• Providing better educational materials ie. more 

up-to-date materials, hands-on-materials, etc. 
 

• Educational offerings leading you to one of 

USPS’s boater operator certifications (BOC): 

Inland Navigator. 
 

• Sessions of On-the-Water training for women only 
 

• Two overnight cruises (one to the south and one to the north) 
 

• Continuing our popular day cruises with new and more locations planned.  And, 

offering at least two ‘new member’ cruises.  
 

• Continue our Day-On-Water with the Boys and Girls Club 
 

• Dinner meetings at a variety of restuarants with local speakers 
 

• Attracting and maintaining new members 

 

New course and seminar calendars will be published very soon as well as future boating activities for the 

upcoming year.  We welcome your input and feedback once these become available.  Your feedback is 

important to us going forward.  We have a fun and exciting year ahead us.  I look forward to seeing you and 

participating with you at our activities this year. 

 

Thank you for giving me the oppurtunity to serve as your Commander. 

 

Peter J. Dion, SN  


